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accuser and the accused made their appearance, with the
chiefs of the tribe, in the vicinity of the chain. The
claimant stretched forth his hand and grasped the chain,
whereby he became convinced that his demand was well
founded. Then the defendant handed the above-mentioned
staff to the accuser and said: ' Pray hold it for a moment,
that I may likewise take hold of the chain/ The owner
of the jewel took the cane, while the rogue turned his face
towards heaven and said: ' 0 Lord, Thou knowest that I
have restored to my accuser what he has entrusted me
with. I am, therefore, now innocent of the imputation.
Allow me to touch the chain.' Uttering these words, he
grasped the chain, whereat the people were highly aston-
ished, because at that time no one knew the cause. The
deceiver then again took possession of his staff, and
defrauded the owner of the precious jewel by this strata-
gem ; but when the Jews got up from their sleep the next
morning they found that the chain had disappeared.

Some commentators have said that the blessed verse,
' And We established his kingdom, and gave him wisdom
and eloquence of speech,3 75 confirms the fact that the
pomp of his lordship had attained such a degree that, when
he spent the night near the altar of the Benign Sovereign,
one thousand body-guards were watching; and their awe
of him was such that they dared not to utter a single word
contrary to the law or wisdom. Some say that his royalty
was confirmed on the occasion when a man brought one
of the nobles of the children of EsrS.il, and accused him of
having taken his cow by force. The accused man denied
the fact, and as the accuser was unable to produce witnesses
in his favour, Daud said to them: Depart ye both, until
I consider this matter.' That very night D&ud heard in a
dream the words: * The accuser is right, and the accused
deserves capital punishment; kill him/ When D&ud
awoke, he said to himself: f How can I kill a man merely
on account of a dream V But after he had for three suc-
cessive nights heard the same voice, he called the accused
75 Qurfoi, ch. xxxviii. 19.